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WOOROLOO BUSHFIRE — REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.14 am]: I take this opportunity to inform 
the house of the imminent commencement of an independent review into the Wooroloo bushfire led by the 
experienced National Council for Fire and Emergency Services, known as AFAC. Announced last week, the review 
will examine the extensive information already gathered by agencies and units that responded to this devastating 
bushfire. It will also provide people with the opportunity to share their stories, which is an important part of the 
community’s healing. 

The Wooroloo bushfire started on 1 February this year near Wooroloo and spread rapidly towards the west, through 
the northern parts of the Perth hills. The fire burned through more than 10 000 hectares, sadly destroying 86 homes 
across the City of Swan and the Shire of Mundaring. Extreme fire behaviour, with rates of spread of up to 
five kilometres an hour and flames exceeding 20 metres, was reported during the bushfire. Hundreds of firefighters 
from across the state battled the blaze. They were faced with extremely challenging conditions, high temperatures, 
persistent strong winds, low humidity and low dewpoints, coupled with steep and inaccessible terrain and high 
fuel loads, which made bushfire suppression very difficult. 

Since the bushfire, the Department of Fire and Emergency Services has worked alongside the impacted local 
governments and other agencies to gather critical information that can be used to examine the circumstances 
surrounding the bushfire and the response to it. Now that this important work has been completed, the independent 
inquiry will analyse information gathered in the first stage. The initial findings indicate that the recent reforms to 
the WA bushfire management sector, including significant investment in prevention, made a difference, but in any 
major emergency there are lessons to be learnt. The state government is committed to learning as much as possible 
about the bushfire to see whether any improvements can be made in the future. The independent inquiry will 
examine a range of areas, including the bushfire response, fuel management and mitigation activities, property owner 
preparedness, animal welfare and communications. 

From tomorrow, the terms of reference and submission process will be available on the WA government website. 
A lot can be learnt from residents’ experiences, and I encourage those with firsthand experience to consider sharing 
their perspective and stories with the independent review team. We know that this has been an extremely difficult 
time for residents and I am continually heartened by the resilience that the whole community has shown. We have 
faced an extremely difficult year of emergencies. Although this process has taken some time, it is an important 
part of continuing to strengthen our emergency management arrangements in WA, and I encourage all members 
of the community to consider making a submission. 
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